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iIssue Statment:

Iraqi Zine proudly presents its second issue (
SchehraZine) , inspired by the magic of A Thou-
sand and One Nights. This issue features stories
written by Australian writers and illustrated by
Iraqi artists, with creative contributions from Ger-
many.

Baghdad has always been a hub for cultures, es-
pecially in the Abbasid era, when trade routes
brought together tales and folklore from various
countries. Through this project, we aim to recre-
ate that spirit of exchange.

We hope this collaboration brings you a taste of
magic and wonder.
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Mavis & the Pearl

Mavis had always lived contentedly in her own
little world. She never thought about the
future, nor about where she wanted to go.
Simply being here with the things she loved
and the people she liked was enough for her.

Oneday, while searching for pearls for her
next design, she tripped over a giganticclam.
She thought, This must hold anincredibly
beautiful pearl. But when she openedit, a
spiritappearedinstead.

The spirit said, “Thank you for breaking the
sealthattrapped me.Now | will give you two
magical treasures. Oneisanecklace, putiton
someone you want to save, and that person
willcome back from the dead. The otherisa
dagger,if youuseittopierce someone’s
shadow, that person will die.”

But Mavisdidn't want either of these artifacts.
There was noone she wished to kill shedidn't
hate anyone, and she was fortunate enoughto
have neverlost someone sheloved. So she hid
the two items away and drew a treasure map,
hopingthat one day someoneinneed-some-
onedestined to find them-would uncover
them.

LiLingzi- Australia
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Jewel of the Desert Souq

"Get yourpotions! Get your enchantedrugs!

The merchants’ callsecho throughthe Jewelofthe Desert Sougq.
Betweenthebustling stalls and narrow alleyways, Inamsits quietly locKed inside her
shackK, tradinganswersto her visitors questionsfortales fromthe outside world.And
amongthe crowds, you ll catcha flash of Malachi's green eyes, searching foraplaceto
belonginthe vast city of Baghdad. Saying ' Youmay find what youseeKinthe Jewel of
the Desert Souq, but be carefulnottolose yourself'.
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Inam and the Lamp Boy

It was anotherdayin the Jewel of the Desert
Souqgwhere Inam traded daily wisdom and
help for tales of the world outside of the
market.

On thisday, however, Inam was visited by a
young boy named Malachi.The green-eyed
fellow walked through the old door of the
shop, and placed down abattered lamp.

" have come to ask you how this works."

Inam glanced over it, pawing overits glossed
ceramic handles.

"| can tell you, but first | need you to share with
me the story of where it came from."
Malachishifted uncomfortably, but aftera
glance atthe doorand back to the lamp,
sighed andreplied:"l found it three days'ride
fromhereintheold caves. After | wentinto
look for atreasure, but thatwasthe only
objectinone piece.

Inam smiled, happytohear another tale of the
world, and thenreplied:"You just turn off this
switch on the side,and thenturnit backon
again.’

Carly Sheil - Australia
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Malachi:the Boy Who Ran Away

Malachiescaped the mistakes of his youth
and fled the consequences by running away
with a caravan. He now works as a shop assis-
tant and attendant at a caravanesito fund his
existence while training asa scribe’s appren-
tice, having taken onanewidentity. There's
onlyone thing he kept from his former life,
whichisalamp his grandmother gave him he
keepson astaff heuses forwalking. His past
catches up with him when his mother walks
through the door of the caravanesi and fails to
recognize him.For now.

With his ridiculous schemes catching up with
him, and the lies he’s built his life on collapsing
around him, he had todecidewho heis, and
what he stands for, before he loses everything.
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* "IN DREAMS IT HAUNTS HIM =42
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Eyes as green as his namesake. Malachi wanted for
nothing, and that would be his undoing.

There’s nothing more dangerous than a teenager (to
themselves, at least) with ambitions and even bigger lies.

Foolish is the one who believes things won’t catch up with
him in the end, even if he gets away with it for years.

So he solved the problem in the only way he knew how, by
running away to the ends oi the earth.

And it worked. I¢’s alive, Tunctioning, and miles away.

Thriving, cven. Training as a scribe’s apprentice, making
ends mect by juggling work at a Caravanserai as an
attendant and mornings in the market as an assistant.

Charming the locals, assisting them in their various quests,
doing what he does best: making problems disappear.

Never mind the ache in his chest, the desperate thrum in
his veins, and the constant state of panic.

That’s the thing about personal issues. He can flee,
he can hide, he can destroy his entire existence.
It doesn’t matter what he tries.
They find him. And they make him pay.
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The Secret Garden

PeeKintotheloversofthe Secret Garden, that holds the passions of merchantsliKe
Sahiland the torturedlove of princesliKe Ramiel. Eachlanternyouseeis aflame
stolen fromthe hearts of those who wandered here, litby the garden sKeeper, Sheikh
Ali. The prophecy foretells ‘'whenthe gleamofthe starsisreplaced by the glow of the
lanterns, the flames of betrayal will burn thisgardendown.”
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Sahiland the Sheikh of the Secret Garden

Sahilwantstobecome the best merchantto
winthe heart of the woman he loves, the prin-
cessof the Jewel of the Desert Souq.He con-
sults Inam, who revealsto himthelocation of

the Garden of SecretsXXWhen he arrives he

tellsthe Sheikh guarding the Secret garden
and he tells the Sheikh his story. The Sheikh
offers Sahil an hourglass and one hour a night
with the princessinthe Garden of Secrets to
dowhateverhecantoimpress herXXOnce the
princess fellin love with Sahil, the Sheikh then
offered to host a wedding for the couple, how-
ever, he hadtricked themintosleepusinga
potion and stole the flame of theirlove, hold-
ing it captive within his lantern.

When Sahil awoke, he found that the princess
did not care for him, soin hisdesperationtore-
ignite theirspark, he stole the Sheikh's magic
carpet and started stealing the stars fromthe
sky to fill the hole of their love until the sky had
turned to darknessXXWithout any light the
garden begantodie, sothe Sheikh, in his self-
ish attempt to protect his kingdom, finally re-
Ieased the flame of Sahil and the princess’
ove.

Winsome- Australia
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Ramiel & the Endless Flame

Ramiel metthe love of hislifeinthe secret
gardeninoneof histravels,it was aninstant
connection and theirlove blossomed for years
Untilone day Ramiel'slover showed their true
colors..itwasallafacade.lt was neverreal; it
was a plan by thelover and Ramiel’s friends to
drain him from his powers.

Left heartbroken and betrayed, Ramiel de-
cided to take the path of vengeance and
swore to burndown the Secret Garden. Few
months later he returned with a plantoend it
all by tricking The Guard of the Garden
Sheikh Aliinto giving him a potion that would
burn asendlessly asthe flames of passion and
betrayalin his heart, he used the potionto set
himself and all the gardenintoablaze, right
before taking his last breath all Ramiel could
think of is the smile that once brought him so
much happiness so he smiled backandlet go
In peace.

Mustafa-Iraq
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Gity Above Clouds

Beneaththe scorching sun, youwalK until avast shadow cools the air, Buraghorses
soaringoverhead, their wings eclipsing the sunlight. RuKamguides themupward,
toward The City Above Clouds, where the Mother of Cloudsresides. She grants a

single moment of serenity to each soulthat visits her. When willit be your turn?
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Rukam & Silver Feather

Rukamis ayoung horseman whotrainsthe
‘Buraq”horsestofly foraliving, he was pretty
much enjoying his quiet life with the horses
and minimum humaninteraction. But one day
he woke up with sore pink eyes. |t was a terrible
day of sneezing and dizziness, until he went to
the market to get food for his Burag Horses
and suddenly started to feel better.

When he told the poet seller of his ordeal, the
poet seller responded:

O poor horseman with the allergy to feather
Only the lost sliver feather will get you better

That's when Rukam realised that he has an al-
lergy tothe Buraqg's feathers, which might
threaten his life and his job, so he asked
around whereto find that silver feather which
could cure him with one sniff.

Andthe firstlead was: get guidance from the
mother of clouds.

Sajjad - lraq
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In the City Above Clouds lived an ancient crea-
ture known as the Mother of Clouds. She was the
city's guardian spirit and was simultaneously old
as the winds and young as a breeze. Every inhabi-
tant was permitted to visit her once. People told
stories about how they went to see her and how
their liveschanged for the better. However, one of
the young Cloud Boys did not believe in her
powers. He was a fearful boy who was always
angry and didn't knowwhere he belonged. Every-
one kepttelling himto visit the Mother of Clouds.

Oneday, feeling stuck and unable to overcome
hisanger and fears, he decided to giveitatry.He
took ashiny jewel as a gift, hoping it would affect
the outcome of the experience.He entered the
palace of the Mother of Clouds with distrust.
When he tried to present his gift, she simply took
afeather fromthe Cloud Boy's hair and dismissed
the jewel. The Mother of Clouds walked with him
to a giant mirror, placed her hand on his shoulder,
and said, “Look into the mirror." He looked up
skeptically and gazedinto the reflective surface.
Theystood thereinsilence.Slowly, the Cloud Boy's
emotions shifted from angerto peace. Andinthat
quiet moment, he sawinto his own soul and found
what he had beensearching forallalong.

Marie - Germany
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Mother 01( Clouds

n the Cier Above Clouds lived an ancient cveoture Knowwn as Mother of
Clouds. She was the cidy’s guardian spirit and was simultancously old as
Hhe wwds and young as o lreeze. Every whabitant was permited {o
Visit her once. People Fold Slorys about lhow they wewt do see her and how
thevr  lives Changeod for the " ‘oeler. However, one of the \Voung Clouo
Boys did not beleve wm her powers. He was a feacful boy whe wag

always angry and dideh khow where e belonged. Everyone kept elling
hisd do vistt the. Mother of  Clouds,
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his anger and {ears, he decided Yo give i+ a dry, He took a shiny Jewel
as o gift, hoping W would a{{ect the outcome of the experience. e
enteved the palace of the Mother of Clouds with distrust., When he tvied
to present his gifd, she simply foolk a feather {rom the Cloud Boys hane
and diswissea e yewel. The Mother of Clowds walked with Wim 1o o 3{qvx'\- MITFo Yy,
placeo \ev hand on his shoulder and sond, "Look wmte the wieror He looWeol
we s\gePJl%cm\\Y and gazed wlo the veflechve surface. They slood there in sile nce.
Slowly,41he Cloud Boy's emohions shiffed {rom anger fo peace. And m that quiet
moment, he saw infe his own Soul and found what he had been searching forall alons.

Marie Hoppe - Germany
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Iraqi Zineisanindependent, youth-ledinitiative dedicatedtoradical self-expres-
sion. We create alternative spaces for Iraqi narratives through creative workshops
and zine-making, ensuring that the voices of young Iraqis arerepresented and shared .

withthe world.
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